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Resolution on  

The Conference’s Main Document 
 “Accelerating Early Childhood Development in the Islamic World” 

 

 

 

The Third Islamic Conference of Ministers in Charge of Childhood, held in Tripoli, Great 

Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 10-11 February (Annouar) 2011, 

- Guided by and reaffirming its commitment to the teachings of Islam which call for 

giving due care to all children, girls and boys, and granting them full rights to life and 

development and to the fulfillment of their hopes and aspirations; 

- Recalling the commitments made in the two previous sessions of the conference (Rabat 

2005 and Khartoum 2009) in a bid to advance children's issues in the Islamic world; 

- Recalling the “OIC Covenant on the Rights of the Child in Islam” and the "Declaration on 

Child Rights and Protection in Islam" which were adopted by the 7
th

 Islamic Summit 

Conference held in Casablanca, Kingdom of Morocco, on 13-15 December 1994; 

- Recalling the UN principles and agreements on the rights of children, as well as the UN 

Declaration on the Millennium Development Goals and the goals of “A World Fit for 

Children” document, which were adopted by the Member States; 

- Having examined the Conference’s Main Document “Accelerating Early Childhood 

Development in the Islamic World”; 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place,  

Decides the following: 

1.  Adopts the Conference’s Main Document “Accelerating Early Childhood Development in 

the Islamic World”, taking into consideration the observations made by the conference 

members with regard to enriching the document’s content and diversifying its references. 

2.  Calls for deploying further efforts towards advancing early childhood development in 

Member States, while taking the necessary and urgent measures to achieve better progress 

and  assigning adequate budgets to this end. 

3.  Calls for action towards increasing child enrolment rates in the pre-school educational 

institutions, devising the necessary curricula, programmes and activities to prepare children 

for the basic education stage, and enhancing the role of public and non-profit private sectors 
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in providing equal access to education at the early childhood stage for boys and girls from the 

different  social layers, while giving special attention to children with special needs, 

marginalized  children and children in disadvantaged and remote areas. 

4.  Gives increased attention to the role of parents and primary caregivers through providing 

them with the necessary support in their early relations with children, considering its crucial 

importance in ensuring children's physical and emotional security and considering that the 

family environment has a strong impact on the cognitive and social development of the child.  

5.  Stresses the need for empowering women and ensuring continuous support to and follow-up 

of developmental, income-generating activities for women in the Member States' societies 

and enhancing the role of parents in early childhood development, as part of the efforts aimed 

at meeting the Millennium Development Goals relating to women and children. 

6.  Calls for launching community programmes and initiatives for developing early childhood 

and protecting it against marginalization, violence and all forms of exploitation in the 

Member States, by using the media and the different available social and cultural spaces in 

sensitizing the parents and local communities to the best possible practices of early childhood 

care.  

7.  Invites the Member States to adopt, under their national plans and strategies pertaining to 

early childhood, an integrated approach that takes into account the conditions of parents, the 

family and other components of society, including economic, religious, educational and 

health institutions and social structures,  such as local organizations and localities, together 

with their role in early childhood development. 

8. Urges renewed solidarity both with the Member States whose territories are totally or partly 

under Israeli occupation and with the remaining parts that are suffering from foreign 

occupation or civil war, stresses the need to put an end to this unjust occupation and calls for 

the provision of all forms of support necessary for ensuring protection and comprehensive 

care for children at the early childhood stage and alleviation of their sufferings in the 

occupied Palestinian territories, the occupied Syrian Golan and the other parts of the Islamic 

world that are under foreign occupation or in a state of civil war. 

9.  Calls for enhancing Islamic solidarity among the Member States for the benefit of children 

in such a way as to promote and adequately support early childhood development, 

particularly in countries whose children are exposed to the risks of killing, displacement and 

forced migration, as well as in the neediest countries, with a special focus on remote and 

rural areas. 

10.  Stresses the importance of devising and implementing integrated national strategies and 

plans for combating social scourges and phenomena, which undermine the Member States' 

efforts devoted to early childhood development, such as poverty, environmental degradation, 

diseases, epidemics and family illiteracy, and calls for enforcing the principle of partnership 

and Islamic solidarity to implement such plans through the establishment of a joint fund for 

financially and technically supporting early childhood programmes.   

11.  Calls upon Member States to implement the OIC Covenant on the Rights of the Child in 

Islam through enacting laws, devising policies and programmes for better and rapid 

development of early childhood in the Islamic world, and highlighting the Islamic 

perspective in such policies and programmes.  
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12.  Emphasizes the need to take into account the social specificities and cultural identity of the 

Member States in formulating the general directions, setting priorities and proposing 

practical   measures for enhancing early childhood development, in such a way as may not 

contradict with early childhood rights and interests. 

13.  Urges the Member States to share their leading and successful experiences in formulating 

strategies focused on early childhood issues, devising relevant educational curricula, and 

establishing specialized centers and departments in faculties and universities for the training 

of educators, men and women alike, in this area.  

14. Invites ISESCO to draw up, in coordination with UNICEF, an inventory of the world leading 

mechanisms and experiences in parental education; and to set appropriate standards for 

monitoring the situation of early childhood and ensuring the follow-up and social support of 

early childhood development programmes, in a bid to help the Member States easily benefit 

from such mechanisms, experiences and standards. 

15.  Calls for conducting specialized studies at the level of Member States in order to monitor 

the mutations affecting the family and society as a whole and determine their impact on early 

childhood in the present time and in the future. 

16.  Thanks ISESCO Director General and his assistants for preparing this document, and 

invites ISESCO and the Member States to activate its contents and translate them into 

initiatives, programmes and field activities.   
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Resolution on  

the Draft Preliminary Document on  
the “Laws on the Protection of Child Rights and  

their Enforcement Mechanisms in the Islamic World” 
 

 

The Third Islamic Conference of Ministers in Charge of Childhood, held in Tripoli, Great 

Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 10-11 February (Annouar) 2011, 

---- Based on relevant instruments, covenants and Islamic and international declarations, 

---- Reaffirming its belief in the necessity for Member States to increase efforts to develop 

legislation on child protection, in order to improve children’s conditions, preserve their 

rights and provide a better future for them, 

---- Having examined the Preliminary Document on the “Laws on the Protection of Child 

Rights and their Enforcement Mechanisms in the Islamic World”,  

---- Considering the deliberations which have taken place, 

Decides the following: 

1. Adopts the Preliminary Document on the “Laws on the Protection of Child Rights and 

their Enforcement Mechanisms in the Islamic World”, taking into consideration the 

Conference’s observations thereon. 

2. Commends the efforts being made by various Member States to work out national 

legislation to protect child rights and provide necessary mechanisms to activate such 

legislation, in line with relevant regional and international instruments, exhorts them to 

increase such efforts and calls on other Member States to follow suit. 

3. Calls for developing national legislation to protect the rights of the child in such a way as 

to involve relevant civil society organs and ensure that they participate and share, in the 

most independent and effective manner, in the common responsibility to protect child 

rights and achieve sustainable development, and devising a media strategy stepping up 

Member States' efforts to publicize and develop such legislation. 

4. Prepares national, all-inclusive plans and strategies to increase awareness and disseminate 

information and knowledge about child rights, with practical activities and programmes 

being incorporated to push through legislation and measures to counter harmful traditional 

practices such as female circumcision, child marriage, crimes committed in honour’ name, 
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gender discrimination, family violence, and others; and enhances coordination and 

communication between ISESCO and the Member States, in order to derive optimal 

benefit from these plans and programmes, in partnership with decision makers and civil 

society actors. 

5. Works toward incorporating the child's rights into the basic training of staff and those 

dealing with children, particularly the training provided to magistrates, police officers, 

officers and employees of juvenile custodial and correctional institutions, teachers, 

physicians, nurses and social assistants, as well as training and qualifying staff catering for 

children, through relevant training activities and programmers aiming to raise awareness 

about legislation on child right protection and relevant implementation and follow-up 

mechanisms. 

6. Coordinates with Member States’ education ministries to publicize and incorporate the 

core principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and related legislation into 

school curricula, and benefit from the experience of Member States and regional and 

international organizations in this field. 

7. Develops and strengthens monitoring and follow-up mechanisms to enact legislation for 

child rights protection, coordinate national efforts in this connection, activate Islamic 

solidarity in this sense through providing technical and material support to Member States 

with limited capacities, and strengthen partnership with relevant non-governmental 

organizations and civil-society bodies. 

8. Calls on ISESCO to conduct a survey of national and custom laws and legislation on child 

protection in the Member States and relevant implementation mechanisms, and invites 

Member States to provide ISESCO General Directorate with necessary data, the purpose 

being to enable concerned States to benefit from the outcome of the study on the extent to 

which those laws and national legislation are consistent with their commitment to the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, and all other relevant regional and international 

instruments, including the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, the conventions of the International Labour Organization, the rights of children 

with disabilities, and others. 

9. Urges Member States to develop necessary financial analysis mechanisms in order to 

determine with greater precision the funds that need to be allocated in the public budgets 

for the enforcement of the rights of the child in all areas. 

10. Invites ISESCO to prepare a model, comprehensive legal guide to child rights in the 

Islamic world in which ISESCO highlights the Islamic vision concerning some Member 

States' reserves to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to the prevailing 

practices such as gender discrimination, physical punishment while drawing on the 

experience and expertise of Islamic countries and regional and international organizations 

in this area. 

11. Thanks ISESCO Director General and his assistants for preparing the Preliminary 

Document on the “Laws on the Protection of Child Rights and their Enforcement 

Mechanisms in the Islamic World” . 

12. Commissions ISESCO Director General to prepare a report in this connection and submit 

it to the Conference’s next session. 
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Resolution on  

Draft Legal Framework for the Establishment of  
ISESCO Forum for Children of the Islamic World 

 

 

The Third Islamic Conference of Ministers in Charge of Childhood, held in Tripoli, Great 

Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 10-11 February (Annouar) 2011, 

- Stressing its keenness to promote joint Islamic action towards advancing the child's 

issues in the Islamic world and fulfilling the aspirations of Member States in this regard, 

- Emphasizing the importance of involving children in the Islamic world in fulfilling these 

aspirations, 

- Lauding Member States' experiences in setting up forums and parliaments for children, 

- Commending the efforts exerted by ISESCO and its Director General in implementing 

the resolutions of the second session of the conference, 

- Having examined the Draft Legal Framework for the Establishment of ISESCO Forum 

for Children of the Islamic World, 

- Considering the deliberations which have taken place,  

Decides the following: 

1.  Adopts the Draft Legal Framework for the Establishment of ISESCO Forum for Children of 

the Islamic World to heighten the awareness of children in Member States about the values of 

dialogue, solidarity, democracy and citizenship and about the necessity of their involvement 

in discussing their issues and promoting their rights and situation, while taking into 

consideration the observations made by the conference members; and calls on ISESCO to 

submit the document to the Forum at its first session for discussion and adoption by the 

children members of the Forum. 

2.  Entrusts ISESCO with supervising the Forum and convening its ordinary and extraordinary 

sessions, and putting children's priority issues in the Islamic world on the agenda of its 

meetings, while benefiting from the Member States’ expertise and experience in this field. 

3.  Invites ISESCO to ensure the Forum's participation in relevant regional, international and 

UN meetings and forums specialized in the child's issues. 
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4.  Calls on Member States and relevant institutions to cooperate with ISESCO to implement 

the contents of this document and appoint their representatives to the Forum in accordance 

with the terms and regulations provided for in this document. 

5. Welcomes the proposals both of the Kingdom of Morocco to host the first session of 

ISESCO Forum for Children of the Islamic world and of the Islamic Republic of Iran to host 

its second session; and invites ISESCO to coordinate with the relevant parties in the 

Kingdom of Morocco and the Islamic Republic of Iran to convene the Forum's first and 

second sessions in the best conditions. 

6. Thanks ISESCO Director General and his assistants for preparing this document. 

7.  Invites ISESCO Director General to submit a report in this connection to the forthcoming 

session of the conference.    
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Resolution on  

the Statements and Reports of  
the Member States’ Heads of Delegation 

 
 

The Third Islamic Conference of Ministers in Charge of Childhood, held in Tripoli, Great 

Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 10-11 February (Annouar) 2011, 

- Having heard the statements and reports of the heads of delegation of the Member States 

and Arab, Islamic and international organizations, 

Decides the following: 

- Takes note of the statements and reports of the Member States, Arab, Islamic and 

international organizations, and invites them to pursue efforts to enhance child issues and 

provide necessary support in this connection. 
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Resolution on  

the Venue and Date of the Conference’s Fourth Session 

 
 

The Third Islamic Conference of Ministers in Charge of Childhood, held in Tripoli, Great 

Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 10-11 February (Annouar) 2011, 

Decides the following: 

- Commissions ISESCO Director General to coordinate with the OIC General Secretariat, 

the Conference chair and the Member States in order to determine the date and venue for 

the fourth session of the Islamic Conference of Ministers in Charge of Childhood. 

 

 

 


